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INDIANAPCL IS 500 PRESS INFORMATI ON

This press information has been compiled to give
¥You instant background on al | that has taken place
during the practice and quatification periods lead-
ing up 1o the 85th annuzl 50C-mile Race. |+ is

oUr sincere wish that the bhook will assist you in
completing your asstgnment,

The press kit includes:

Starting Lineup

Statistics concerning the 198| Race
Pit Assignments

Chief Mechanics and garage listing
Carburetion tests

Pace Cars through the years

S5pin and wreck report

Rookie test report

Results of time +rials

Daily +track summaries

All 4-lap qualification runs



QFFICIAL STARTING LINEUP FOR THE 65th ANNUAL INDIANAPOLIS 500 mMILE RACE vay 24, 198

Car
No, Driver, Chassis/Engine Ti Speed Car_iName
ROW |
3 xBobby Unser P/C 2:59,51 200.546 MNorton Spirit Penske
48 Mike dosley E/Ch 3:02.61 197. 141 Pepsi Challenger
| 4 xA. J Foyt Jr. Co/C 3:03,60 196,078 Valvoline~Gi lmore
ROW 2
20 xCardon Jdshncock  W/C 3:04,21 195,429 STP 0il Treatment Special
| xdohnny Rutherford C/C 3:04.25 195,387 Pennzoil Chaparral
55 R Ulosele Garza P/C 3:04,52 195,101 Psachie Garza £S550
ROW 3
7 R Bill Alsup P/C 3:06,38 193,154 A.B. Dick Pacemaker Penske
60 Gordon Smiley W/C 3:06,54 192,988 Intermedics~-Goodyear Spl.,
38 xAl Unser Long/C 3:06.80 192.719 Vatvoline/Langhorn
ROW 4
5 Pancho Carter P/C 2:08.46 191,022 Goodyear/Alex Foods Spl.
8 Gary Bettenhausen Li/C 3:08.61 190,870 Hopkins Special
32 R Kevin Cogan- Ph/C 5:10,02 189,444 Jerry O'Connel | Racing
ROW 5
35 R Bob Lazier P/C 3:10.05 189,424 Montgomery Ward Autr Club
56 Tom Bigelow P/Ch 301,19 188.294 Genesee Beer Wagon
50 R Geoft Brabham P/C 21,50 187,999 Psachie Garza ESSO
ROW 6
16 R Tony Bettenhausen McL/C 3:12.50 187.013 Provimi Veal McLaren
53 Steve Krisiloff P/C 3:12.80 186.722 Psachie Garza ESSO
33 Vern Schuppan McL/C 3:12.98 186.548 Red Roof Inns/Theodore Racing/
ROW 7 Equipe 66
3] Larry Dickson P/C 3:13.26 186,278 Machinists Union Racing Team
2 Tom Sneva Mar/C 2:59.38 200,69 Bignotti-Cotter Racing
25 Danny Ongais int/C 3:02.10 197.694 Interscope Racing
ROW 8
) xRick Mears P/C 2:05.55 194.018 The Gould Charge
81 Sheldon Kinser Long/C 3:10,02 189,454 Sergis Valente Longhorn
79 R Pete Halsmer P/C 3:11.79 187.705 Hubler Chev./KiSS 99/
ROW 9 ' Caionial Bakery
74 R mike Chandler P/C 3:11.93 187.568 Hodgdon
91 Don Whittington  mar/C 3:12.27 187.237
S0 Bill Whittington Mmar/C 3:02.65 197.098
ROW 10
4 Dennis Firestone W/C 3:01.71 187.784 Rhoades Aircraft Sales
37 R Scott Brayton P/C 301,72 187.774 Forsythe Industries, Inc.
5] R Tom Klausler Sch/Ch 3:12.79 186,732 IDS ldea
ROW 11
28 Jerry Kar} McL-K/Ch  3:13,54 186,008 Tonco Trailer
*40 xMario Andretti W/C 3:06.49 193,040 STP Qil Treatment Spl,
*%84 Tim Richmond VPJ/C 3:10.22 189.255 UNO=-WTTV-Guarantec Auto

* Car qualified originally for No. 8 starting position by Waliy Dallenbach.
*% Car qualified originalily far No. 29 starting position by George Snider,

KEY: x = Former Indianapolis Winner, R ~ Rookie. C/C - Chaparral Cosworth (1}, Co/C =~
Coyote/Cosworth (1), E/Ch - Eagte/Chevy (1), Int/C - Interscope/Cosworth (1), Li/C -
Lightning/Cosworth (1), Long/C = Longhorn/Cosworth (2), Mar/C - March/Cosworth (3),

McL/C - McLaren/Cosworth (2), Mcl-K/Ch - McLaren-Kar|/Chevy (1), P/C = Penske/Cosworth ’'~°
P/"+' =/Penske/Chevy (1), Ph/C - Phoenix/Cosworth (1), W/C - Wildcat/Cosworth (4), Sch/Ch -
Schkee/Chevy (1), VPJ/C - Parnelli/Cosworth (.

981 ~ 33 car field average qualifying speed - 191.244. This compares with last year's
field average - 185.570,



NUMERICAL ROSTER ~ 198] INDIANAPOLIS 500-MILE RACE ~ May 24, 1981

CAR START
NO. POS.,
i 5
Z 20
3 !
4 28
5 10
6 22
7 7
3 I
| 4 z
|6 16
20 4
25 21
21 19
32 |2
33 18
35 13
37 29
28 31
40 52
48 2
50 15
51 30
53 17
55 6
56 | 4
60 8
74 25
79 24
81 23
84 33
88 3
30 27
9] 26

DRIVER

Johnny Rutherford
Tom Sneva

8obby Unser
Dennis Firestone
Pancho Carter
Rick Mears

Bill Atsup (R)
Gary Bettenhausen
Al . Fovt dr.
Tony Bettenhausen (R)
Gordon Johncock
Danny Ongais
Larry Dickson
Kevin Cogan (R)
Vern Schuppan

Bob Lazier (R)
Scott Brayton (R)
Jerry Kar!

Mario Andretti
Mike Mosley

Geotf Brabham (R)
Tom Klausler (R)
Steve Krisiloff
Josefe Garza (R)
Tom Bigelow
Gordon Smiley
Michael Chandler (R)
Pete Halsmer (R)
Sheldon Kinser
Tim Richmond

Al Unser

Biil Whittington
Con Whittington

CHASS IS/ENG INE

Chaparral/Coswor+h
March/Cosworth
Penske/Cosworth
Wildcat/Cosworth
Penske/Cosworth
Penske /Cosworth
Penske/Cosworth
Lightning/Casworth
Coyote/Cosworth
MclLaren/Cosworth
Wildcat/Cosworth
Interscope/Coswarth
Penske/Coswor th
Phoenix/Coswor th
mclLaren/Coswar th
Penske/Coswor th
Penske/Caswar th
McLaren-Kar|/Chevy v-8
Wildcat/Coswor+h
Eagle/Chevy V-8
Penske/Casworth
Schkee/Chevy V-8 turbo
Penske/Cosworth
Penske/Coswarth
Penske/Chevy V-8
Witdcat/Coswarth
Penske/Cosworth
Penske /Coswor th
Longhorn/Coswor th
VPJ/Cosworth
Longhorn/Coswor th
March/Cosworth
March/Cosworth



981 INDIANAPQLIS "500" STATISTICS

This was fruly a record-setting year at Indianapalis in terms of volume...l105 entries
set a new record, five more than the old mark of 100 set in 1979...8! arrived at the
track...65 took practice runs...46 completed qualification runs...!2 cars were bumped,
one qualified too siow to make the field. Cars bumped were Nos. 86 Jim Buick, #37
John Martin, #12 Johnny Parsons, %294 Bill Whittington, #98 Roger Mears, #2! Tim Rich~
mond, #43 Tom Bagley, #99 Larry Cannon, #64 Steve Chassey, #70 Dennis Firestone, #29
Billy Enge!har+ #28 Herm Johnson and #38 Jerry Kar! (NOTE: #38 was subsequently
reinstated in the sfarfung ‘tield when USAC Stewards upheid his protest that Car #17
had been qualified by Jerry Sneva with illegal tfurbocharger boost.)...There were 6|
different cars making attempts, a record, with a total of 90 attempts, ancther record,
as was the total of 44 incomplete-attempts.

During the month, there were a total of 67 drivers on the track. There were 37 of

last year's starting field of 33 on the track. The exception was Hurley Haywood, who
was not here. There were 45 veterans and 22 rookies on the track. The veteran drivers
on the track were: mMmario Andretti, Tom Bagliey, Gary Bettenhausen, Tom Bigelow, Larry
Cannon, Pancho Carter, Wally Dallenbach, Larry Dickson, Billy Engethart, Dick Ferguson,
Dennis Firestone, A J. Foyt, Spike Gehlhausen, Bob Harkey, Jim Hurtubise, Bubby Jones,
Gordon Johncock, Jerry Karl, Sheldon Kinser, Steve Krisiioff, Greg Leffler, Jim MmcEi-
reath, John Mahler, John Martin, Rick Mears, mike Mosley, Danny Ongais, Johnny Parsons,
Roger Rager, Larry Rice, Tim Richmond, Johnny Rutherford, Vern Schuppan, Joe Saldana,
Dick Simon, Gordon Smiley, Tom Sneva, Jerry Sneva, George Snider, Phil Threshie, Al
Unser, Bobby Unser, Bill Vukovich, Bill Whittington, Don Whittington. The rookies were:
Patrick Bedard, Tony Bettenhausen, Geoff Brabham, Scott Brayton, Jim Buick, Phil Caliva,
Mike Chandler, Steve Chassey, Josele Garza, Pete Halsmer, Ken Hamilton, Herm Johnson,
Tom Klausier, Phil Krueger, Bob Lazier, Chip Mead, Roger Mears, Jerry Miller, Bill
Tempero, Bob Frey, Harry :racDonald, Rich vogler.

STARTING POSITIONS OF WINNING CARS AT INDIANAPCL IS

lst == 11 7th -- 5 13th -- 2 19th -- | 25th == | 3lst - O
2nd -- IC 8th -- O 14+h == | 20th == 2 256th -- 0 32nd -~ O
3rd -- 6 Sth -- © 15t¥h -- 3 2ist == | 27th -- | 23rd == O
4th -- 4 tOth -- | f6th ==~ © 22nd == 2 28th -=- 2
5th == 4 [1th == | '7th —— | 23rd == 0 29th -- O
6th -~ 4 12+h =~ O 18th -- 0O 24th - 0 30th -- 0

Johnny Rutherford in 1980 was the |I1th driver to win from the pole position and the
second in a row (Rick hears also started on the pole in 1979) if the above positions
which have zeroes remain zeroes, the following drivers would have no chance of winning
this year: Gordon Smiley, Al Unser, Kevin Cogan, Tony Bettenhausen, Vern Schuppan,
Sheldon Kinser, Pete Halsmer, Don Whittington, .TimiRichmend: - , Scott Brayton, Tom
Klausler, Jerry Karl and tario Andretti.

Bobby Unser and Mike Mosley appear 1o have the best starting spots from the statistical

standpoint, since first-ptace starters have won || times and second-place starters 10
times.
For the second straight year, there wiil be no woman starter in the race. Janet Guthrie,

only woman who ever made the field, did not participate this year. She was in the 1977,
78, 79 races.

FORMER WEWNERS I THE 1981 RACE -- 7

AJd. Foyt ir. (1961, 64, 67, 77) At Unser (1970, 71, 78)
Johnny Rutherford (1974, 76, 80) Bobby Unser (1968, 75)
rario Andretti (1969) Gordon Johncock (1973)

Rick tears (1973}



Youngest winner. ... Troy Ruttman (1952) 22 years old.

Oldest winner....ooveees ... ke Sam Hanks (1957) 42 years, 33! days.

Closest finish,................ e F937 - Wilbur Shaw won by only 2.16 seconds
over Ralph Hepburn,

Largest winning marjyin................ cee. 1313 - Jules Goux was |3 minutes 8 and 40/100%hs
seconds ahead of Spencer Wishart.

Least cars to complete the distance....... I (1926) Frank Lockhart

(1950) Johnny Parsons
(1967) A.J. Foyt
Most cars running at the finish......... .26 (191
Least cars running at the finish........ L1 (1968)

The tarthest back that a winner has ever started was 28+h position. In 1911, Ray
Harroun started from +hat spot and won the first race. In 1936, Louis meyer became

a three-time winner after starting from that spot. The worst a pole car ever finished
was in 1929 when Cliff Woodbury started there and crashed =n the fourth lap, to take
33rd and last spot in the standings.

Irn 1930, Bilty Arnold started on the pole and nearly accomplished the "impossible."
He fost the lead at the start, but after working his way into the lead on the +third
lap, led the remaining 198 laps +o win.

Tommy M |ton became the first two-time winner of +he "SOO" in | 923, Tie first three-
time winner was Louis Fayer, who accompl ished that feat in 1936. A J Foyt became the
first 4-time winner in 1977. The first man 5 win the race twice in a row was Wilbur
Shaw, who won in 1939 and 1940, for the secoand and third times., Other consecutive
winners were Mauri Rose (1947-48), Bill Vukovieh (1953-54) and Al Unser (1970-711).

N> man has ever won three in a row. A J Foyt is the only 4-time winner of the race
(1961,64,67,77), three-time winners besides weyer are Shaw (1937,39,40), Rose (1941,
47,48), Al Unser (1970,71,78) and Jdohnny Rutherford (1974,76,80. Two-fime winners,
besides milton, are Vukovich (1953~54), Rodger Ward (195%9,62) and Bobby Unser (1968,

In 1959, the defending winner, Jimmy Bryan, failed to get started at the beginning of
the race. |In 1936, Bit| Cummings, the 1924 winner, failed *o move from his starting
spot due to a broken clutch stud.

In 1970, Jim NMalloy hit the fourth turn (NW) wall on the pace lap and the race had to
be halted. In 1957, Etmer George and Eddie Russo collided on the backstretch and
were eliminated in the parade lap.

The 1979 race winner, Rick Mears, gave car #9 its second Indy victory; the other one
was by Sam Hanks in 1957, Car %2 leads in victories with eight; Car #! has seven;
Cars #% and #14 have five; and #16 has four.

FORMER ROOKIE WINNERS - 6

IS1'l - Ray Harroun 914 - Rene Thomas 1927 - Gecrge Souders
1913 = Jules Goux 1926 - Frank Lockhart 1966 - Graham Hill

RACE WINNERS FROM THE POLE _POSITION = 10O

1922 ~ Jimmy Murphy 1953 - Bill Yukovich 197€ - Johnny Ruther<-~-
1923 ~ Tommy Milton 1956 - Pat Flaherty 1979 - Rick Mears

1930 - Billy Arnoid 1963 - Parnelli Jones 1980 - Jjohnny Rutherrcord

1938 - Floyd Roberts 197C ~ Al Unser



START/FINISH POSITIONS FOR STARK & WETZEL MROOK!IE~OF=-THE~YEAR" DRIVERS

1952 Art Cross 20- 5 1966 Jackie Stewart =6
1953 Jimmy Daywalt 21- 6 1967 Denis Hulme 24- 4
1954 Larry Crockett 25- 9 1968 Bill Vukovich, Jr. 23- 7
1955 Al Herman 6= 7 1959 Mark Donshue 4- 7
1956 Bob Veith 23« 7 I97C Donnie Allison 23- 4
1957 Don Edmunds 27-19 1971 Denny Zimmerman 28- 8
1958 George Amick . 25~ 2 1972 iMike Hiss 25- 7
1959 Bobby Grim 5-26 f973 Graham McRae [3=19
1960 Jim Hurtubise 23~18 1974 Duane Carter, Jr. 21- 7
1961 Parnelli Jones and 5-12 1975 Bill Puterbaugh I5=- 7
Bobby Iarshman I3- 7 1976 Vern Schuppan 17-18

1962  Jim McElreath 7- 6 1977 Jerry Sneva I6=10
1963 Jim Clark 5~ 2 1973 tLarry Rice and Rick hears 30-11
1964  Johnny White 21- 4 3=-23
1965 Laris Andretti 4- 3 1979 Howdy Haimes [ 3~ 7
1980 Tim Richmond i9- 9

DRIVER STATISTICS

Oldest driver................ Bobby Unser (47-born 2/20/34)
Youngest driver.............. Scott Brayton (22-born 2/20/59)
Josele Garza (22-born 3/15/59)
Tallest driver............... Two way tie between Sheldon Kinser and Bab Lazier (6'2")
Shortest driver... ...... ... Mario Andretti - 5'ah,

Second generation drivers in the race are Pincho Carter and Tony and Gary Bettenhausen
and Scott Brayton. Carter is the son of Duane Carter. Tony and Gary are the sons of
Tony Bettenhausen Sr., killed here ina 195] practice accident. Brayton is the son of
Lee Brayton who attempted unsuccessful ly to make the race.

LAP _LEADERS IN THIS YFAR'S FIELD

Al Unser........... 534  Danrny Ongais........ 71
AL, Foyteowunn.. .. 523 Rick Mears.......... 35
Bobby Unser........ 351 TOom SNeva....esunes. 23
Johnny Rutherford..292  Pancho Carter....... 8
Gordon Johncock....230  Steve Krisiloff..... 5
Mario Andretti..... 142 Mike Mosley....uen.. 3

Gary Bettenhausen,,.|38 Tim Richmond........ i



DAY BY DAY

TRACKSIDE REPORT

FOR THE MEDIA

Bit Car
!
2
3 |4
4 84
5 |
5 25
GASOLINE ALLEY
7 48
8 90
3 9l
|10 z
bl
i2 5
13 8
14 3
15
|16 7
|7 40
18 20
| 9 &0
20 5
21 88
22 81
23 2
24 35
25 56
26 4
27 | &
28 53
29 55
OPENING
30 50
3 79
22 %t
33 23
34 74
z5 33
26 51
=7 3
38-47 OPEN

48 -~ EMERGENCY CREW

PIT ASSIGNMENTS

Driver

A. J. Foyt
George Snider
Johnny Rutherford
Dznny Ongais

Mike Mosley

Bill whittington
Dan Whittington
Tom Sneva

ABC

Rick Mears

Gary Bettenhausen
Bobby Unser

USAC

Bill Alsup

Mario Andretti
Gordon Johncock
Gordon Smiley
Pancho Carter

Al Unser

Sheldon Kinser
Kevin Cogan

Bab Lazier

Tom Bigeiow
Dennis Firestone
Tony Bettenhausen
Steve Krisiloff
Josele Garza

. Geotf Brabham

Pete Halsmer
Larry Dickson
Vern Schuppan
like Chandler
Jerry Kar|
Tom Klausler
Scott Brayton

INDIaNaPOY
Cv9Y//7/)

Car Name

Valvoline=Gilmore
Valvoline-Gilmore
Pennzoil Chaparral
Interscope Racing

Pepsi Challenger

Bignotti-Cotter Racing

The Gould Charge
Hopkins Specizl
Norton Spirit Penske

A.B. Dick Pacemaker Penske
STP 0il Treatment Special
STP Cil Treatment Special
Intermedics- Goodyear Special
Goodyear/Alex Foods Special
Valvoline/Longhorn

Sergio Valente

Jerry O0'Connel!l Racing
Montgomery Ward Auto Club
Genesee Beer Wagon

Rhoades Aircraft Sales
Provimi veal Mclaren
FPsachie Garza ESSO

Psachie Garza £SS0

Psachie Garza ESSO
Hubler Chev./KIS§S 99/Calonial
Machinists Union Racing Team

Red Roof Inns/Theodore Racing/Equipe

Hodgdon

Tonco Trailer

IDS tdea

Forsythe Industries Inc.



GARAGE NOS. AND CHIEF MECHANICS

CAR
NO.

3
43
14

20
!
55

7
60
38

5
8
32

35
56
50

16
553
33

31
2
25

6
81
79

74
9|
30

GAR
NO,

76
40
29

55
86
22

75
56
52

CHIEF MECHANIC

Laurie Gerrish
Wayne Leary
Jack Starne

Mark Bridges
Steve Roby
Rouem Haffenden

Bob Sprow
Bobby Hatch
Hywa! | ‘Absalom

Johnny Capels
Mike Devin
Jud Phillips

Derek Mower
Galen Fox
Rouem Haffenden

Paul Diatlovich
Rouem Haffenden
Yern Schuppan

Howard Millican
George Bignotti
Phil Casey

Peter Parrott
Hywell Absalom
Ron Baddeley

Dennis P. mcCormack
Keith Leighton
Keith Leighton

faax Luthar
Fim Wi aht
Chuck Looper

Lou ‘Parks . -
{ear-o Huening
'ack Siarne
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Thursday, May 21, 1981 w- 17

Bobby Unser again was the fastest traveler on the Speedway in Thursday's "carburetion
tests'" ~ final opportunity for practice befare the 55+h running of the indianapoalis 500.

Bobby, who Wednesday night had been named as the 193] recipient of the Eddie Sachs Award
at the American Red 3al| party, was Timed on *the electric eye at 197.413 in his #3
Norton Spirit Penske/Cosworth. His crew said fthey had a stop-watch time of 197.6 on
him. Bobby wili start from the pole position Sunday.

There were 35 cars on the track sut of %6 whicn had an opportunity +5 run. In addition
To the 33-car starting field, Herm Johnson, the first alternate, was out on the +rack
in the #28 Menard Lumber Lightning/Chevy and Jerry Sneva practiced in the #17 Escort
Radar Detector Vollstedt/Offy. The car had baen disqualified in a USAC Stewards' hear-
ing Monday on the grounds it used I1legal boost pressure in its Qualifying run; but it
was permitted to take part in the practice session because 2 hearing is scheduled s+

7 p.m. today on an appeal by car owner Rolia Vollstedt from the USAC ruling. Bilty
Engelhart, the second alternate in the 329 Beaudoin Racing mclaren/Cosworth, did not
avail himself of fhe opportunity,

Second quickest speed reported on the eye was the 195.397 by Tom Sneva in the #2 Big-
notti-Cotter Racing March/Cosworth, which had the field's top qualifying speed of
200.691 as a "second day" qualifier,

Sophomore star Gordon Smiley hit 195.143% in the #60 Intermedics/Goodyear Wildcat/Cos-
worth; Bill Whittington got 194,594 in the #90 March/Cosworth; defending champion,
Jshnny Rutherford, got 193,924 in the # | Pennzoil Chaparral/Cosworth; Mike Mostey,
driving the fastest stock-blocker in the field and starting in the #2 spot in the
front row, hit 193.840 in the 248 Pepsi Chalienger Eagla/Chevy.

Mario Andretti, back from the Belgian Grand Prix, returned *+o the cockpit of the #40
STP Oil Treatment Wildcat/Cosworth, which was qualified by Wally Daltenbach, and got
193.175. The car has been moved to 32nd starting position because of the driver switch.
The reason it is not 33rd and last is because that position is occupied by the 2’84 UNO-
WTTV-Guarantee Auto VPJ/Cosworth, due 1o a later driver change from George Srnider to
Tim Richmond. The Andretti switch was made officially Tuesdey and the Richmond switch
Wednesday.

Don Whitfington, brother of 8ill, got 190.638 in the #91 March/Coswor+h. Rick Mears,
The 1979 winner, was caught at 190.516 in the #6 The Gould Charge Penske/Cosworth.
Gordon Johncock, 1973 winner, had a 189.833 circuit in the 720 STP Cil Treatment Wild=
cat/Cosworth. Fancho Carter got 189,637 in +the #5 Alex Food Penske/Cosworth.

There were six yellow light periods, all for minor incidents.

Rookie Bob Lazier at 189 plus was nex+ in the #35 hontgomery Ward Auto Club Penske/
Cosworth; followed by fellow neophytes Josele Garza, 188.363 in the #55 Psachie Garza

ESSO Penske/Cosworth; Bil | Alsup at 187.539 in the 7 A.B. Dick Pacemaker Penske /Cosworth;
and Geotf Brabham, 187.461 in the #50 Fsachie Garza ESSO Penske/Coswor+h.

A. J. Foyt, the only four-time winner, "cooled i t" with a 187,421 clocking in his #14
valvoline-Gilmore Coyote/Cosworth.

There was one discordant note when driver Jerry Karl was arrested on a contempt of
court charge on the grounds and taken downtown 1o face a contempt of court charge in
Municipal Court, Room !. He was released on posting of $25 bond. The charge invoived
a 1979 judgment awarded to a law firm of $1,860.22 against Karl. As a result, his car
was taken out for practice by Bob Harkey, who was wearing Karl's helmet.

~IMS=
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YEAR PACE CAR

i 9114 Staddard-Dayton
i912 Stutz

(913 Stoddard-Dayton
1914 Stoddard=-Dayton
19715 Packard '"a"
'9le Premier "a"
1916 Fackard v~12
1920 Marmon V=16
1921 HC.s ™"

| 922 Mationat "an
1923 Duesenberg "g"
1624 Cole V-8

925 Rickenbacker "g"
1926 Cnrysler "'g"
1927 LaSalle v=-8
1928 Marmon

1927 Studebaker

1930 Cord V=8

193 Cadillac

1932 Lincoln

1933 Chrysler

| 934 LaSzlle

I 935 Ford v-8

S Packard

1937 LaSalle

1933 Hudson

1929 Buick

i 940 S5tudebaker

i 2! Chrysler

1 346 Lincoln v=|2

i 947 Nash

| 948 Chevrolet

DRIVER

Carl G. Fisher
Carl G. Fisher
Carl G. Fisher
Carl G. Fisher
Carl|l G. Fisher
Frank E. Smith
Cot. J.G. Vincent
Barney Oldfield
Harry C Stutz
Barney Oldfieid
Fred Duesenberg
Lew Petti john
E.V. Rickenbacker
Louis Chevrolet
"Big Boy" Raeder
Joe Dawson
George Hunt

E L. Cord

"Big Boy" Raeder
tdsel Ford

Byron Foy

"Big Boy'" Raeder
Harry Mack

Tommy Mil+on
Ralph DePalma
Stuart Baits
Charles Chayne
Harry Hartz

A.B. Couture
Henry Ford ||
George W. Mason
Wilbur Shaw

O57H
O/

YEAR PACE CAR

| 949 Oldsmobile
1950 Mercury
1851 Chrystler
1952 Studebaker
1953 Ford

[954 Dodge

1855 Chevralet
1 956 DeSoto
1957 Mercury
1958 Pontiac
|859 Buick

1960 Obdsmobile
1961 Ford

1962 Studebaker
1963 Chrysler
1964 Ford

| 965 Plymouth
1966 Mercury
1967 Camaro
968 Ford

1969 Chevrolet
| 977 Oldsmobile
1971 Dodge

1972 Oldsmohile
1973 Cadiliac
1974 Oldsmobile
1975 Buick

1976 Buick

1977 Oldsmobile
1978 Corvette
1979 ford Mustang
i 980 Pontiac
1581 Buick

DRIVER

Wilbur Shaw
Benson Ford
Dave Wallace

P. 0. Peterson
William C. Ford
William Newburg
TH. Keating

L I. Woolson
F.C. Reith

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks

Sam Hanks
Benson Ford
P.N. Buckminster
Benson Ford
Mauri Rose
William C. Ford
Jim Rathmann
Rodger Ward
Etdon Palmer
Jim Rathmann
Jim Rathmann
Jim Rathmann
James Garner
Marty Robbins
James Garner
Jim Rathmann
Jackie Stewart
Johnnie Parsons
Duke Nalon



May

May

May

May

May

May

May

4, 1981 - Monday
Time: 2:11 p.m.

4, ]98] ~ Monday
Time: 5:21 p.m,

7, 1981 - Thursday
Time: 2:53 p.m,

9, 198! = Saturday
Time: 1:56 p.m.

12, 1981 - Tuesday
Time: 1:42 p.m.

12, 1981 = Tuesday
Time: 2:50 p.m.

12, 1981 - Tuesday
Time: 3:22 p.m.

12, 1981 = Tuesday
Tlme: 5:52 p.m.

13, 198! - wWednesday

Time: 1:34 p.m.

1981 SPIN AND WRECK REPORT

Gordon Smiley in the #60 STP Intermedics/Goodyear
Wildcat/Cosworth hlew right gear tire (he said, M|
must have run over some debris on the track"™), spun
one complete time (no contact). Slid 410 feet in
Turn = 4 (NW),

Pate Halsmer in the #79 Hubier Chevrolet/KISS 99/
Colonial Bakery Penske/Coswsrth lost contral coming
out of Turn-4 (NW), spun | complete time (slid 720
feet) made contact with inside wall. Slid away from
wall an additional 50 feet. Driver - checked and
released from track hospital. Car = damage To fron:
and right rear,

Billy Engelhart in the #29 Beaudoin Racing MclLaren/
Cosworth lost control out of Turn=1 (SW) slid 520
feet, hit wall with right rear, then hit with right
front 40 feet later. Slid along wail 160 feet.
Oriver - checked at track hospital and relsased.

Car - extensive damage to right side.

John Mahler in the #92 Duke Racing Penske/Offy and
Jim Buick in the %86 Buick Eagle/Chevy were involvn-
during practice on a qualifying day. Car #92 did

T spin in Turn-1 (SW), slid 24A feet, hit inside

wall with front of car, slid an additional 410 feet
to infield grass. Car #86 did { spin to avoid Mah ler,
slid 400 feet to infield. Both drivers were okay.
There was extensive damage to front of #92; no dam-
age to #86.

Larry Cannon in the #96 Kraco Car Stereo Wildcat/
SGD locked it up coming out of Turn-4 (NW), got
sideways, slid 560 feet, came 1o stop in middie of
track, (No Contact).

Phil Krueger in #89 Joe Hunt Magneto Eagle/Chevy
got low coming out of Turn-2 (SE), spun one time
while sliding 440 feet 4o inside wall. Hit wall
with teft side, continued along wall (in the grass)
22 feet. Driver okay. Car had extensive damage
to left side.

Phil Caliva in £47 CHC Intersec Racing: Team Mrt ~ran/
Chevy got' high bnrTurn-1 (SW), spun one time, siia-
ing 550 feet, hit wall with left front, did % spin
away from wall for 250 feet, climbed wall with right
side, fell back on track an additional 160 feet.
Hurst tool needed to remove Caliva. ODriver had deep
bruise to right thigh; x-rays taken and released.
Extensive damage t+o car.

Tim Richmond in #21 UNO/Guarantee Auto/Valvoline/WTTV
Penske/Cosworth had rear end break loose, got sideways
coming out of Turn-4 (NW). Spun one time, approxi=
mately 500 feet, no contact.

Joe Saldana in #69 Hoffman Auto Racing Lightning/
Cosworth had apparent wing failure problem in Turn-3
(NE). Drove into wail,. 340 feet, with throttle
stuck. Slid along wall 510 feet, slid away from

wall 180 feet, Driver checked by Dr. Thomas Hanna
and released. Car had extensive damage 1o right
side,



SPIN AND WRECK REPORT

May |3, 198 - Wednesday
PO, Time: 4:22 p.m.

May 15, 198] - Friday
. Time: 5:28 p.m.

May 17, 1981 = Sunday
i2. Time: 10:23 a.m,

May 17, 198] - Sunday
i3, Time: 10:52 a.m.

May 17, 1981 ~ Sunday
A Time: [2:14 p.m.

iay 17, 1981 - Sunday
t5. Time: 2:43 p.m.
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Spike Gehlhausen in #34 21st Century/National

Health Spas Eagle/Cosworth, from middie of Turn-3
(NE} drove it ipto the outside watl, 38C feet, hit~
ting with righ+Q§ide; got on top of wall (tore light
fixture loose 3 feet above wall). Continued 1260
feet across track down ints infieid grass at start of
Turn=4 (nwW). Driver suffered abrasions to left

nand and cuts on lower leg. Treated and released.
Car had extensive damage.

Steve Kinser in #78 Stanton Racing Products Penska/
Cosworth got low in  Turn=-1 (SW), did 3} spin, slid
500 feet, hit wall with left side, slid an addition-
al 6A feet with 3 spin, then another (60 feet, hit
wall again. Continued 850 feet into Turn~2 (5E) in-
field grass, Oriver checked at track hospital and
released. Car had moderate damage.

Spike Gehlhausen in #34 2/st Century/National Hea!+tr
Spas Penske/Cosworth (formerly #23) spun once in

south short chute, slid 800 feet, no contact.

Roger Mears in #98 Guiffre Brothers Cranes King/Chevy .
tost control in the south short chute, spun 2% times
white sliding 750 feet.

Phil Krueger in #89 Joe Hunt Magneto Eagle/Chevy
broke loose in Turn=3 (NE). slid 247 feet into wall,
hitting with right side, slid 80 feet along wall,
then away from watll an additional 869 feet (making
twd complete spins) stoppred in Turn-4 infield.
Driver suffered fracturea and disiocated right
shoulder, 2 fractured ribs, first degree facial
burns taken to Methodist Hospital. (Released on
May 20, 1981y,

Spike Gehlhausen in #34 2tst Century/National Hesith
Spas Penske/Cosworth (formerly #23) |ost contral in
Turn=3 (NE) spun one time, sliding 450 feet, hit
outside wall, did z spin, sliding 180 feet off wall.
Driver suffered bruises to both heels. Released

from track hospital. Car had front-end damage.



1981 INQOIANAPOL IS 500 ROOKIE TEST REPORT

Rookie tests in 1981 were conducted in tw> phases of 70 taps (50 miles) each;
the first phase at 1530=plus m.p.h. and the second phase at 170 or above., The
last '0 laps of Phase ? for drivers taking their first-year fest were observed
by a crew of veierar drivers, Refresher tests were 20 laps (50 miles) at 170
or above, according to bulletin.

TWO PHASE == FIRST YEAR DRIVERS' ROOKIE TESTS:

Geoff Brabham, #50 Penske/Cosworth: 5/2, 160, 170 and OK.
Josele Garza, #55 Penske/Cosworth: 5/2, 150, 170 and OK.

Bob Lazier, #75 Penske/Cosworth: 5/2, 160; 5/Z, 170 and OK.
Lee Brayton, #27 Penske/Coswarth: 5/2, 160; 5/2, |70 and OK.
Bab Frey, #71 Eagle/Offy; 5/2, 160; 5/i5, 170 and OK.

Harry MacDonald, #45 Lola/Cosworth: 5/2, 160; 5/4, |70 and OK.
Chip Mead, %49 Eagle/Cosworth; 5/%, 160; 5/4, 170 and OK.
Steve Chassey, #64 Eagle/Chevy: 5/4, 160: 5/4, 170 and OK,
Michae! Chandler, 372 Penske/Cosworth: 5/2, 160, 170 and OK.
Jim Buick, #86 Buick Eagle/Chevy: 5/2, 160; 5/4, |70 and OK.
Kevin Cogan, #27? Phoenix/Cosworth; 5/4, 160, 170 and OK.

PRt Krueger, ¥89 Eagle/Chevy: 5/4, 160; 5/7, 170 and OK,

Pat Bedard, #17 Vo!istedt/Offy: 5/4, 160; 5/7, 170 and 0K,
Tom Klausler, #5| Schkee/Chevy-turbo: 5/6, 160; 5/7, 170 and OK.
Ken Hami!ton, #67 Riley/Chevy: 5/7, 160; 5/17, 170 and OK.
Jerry Miller, 765 Kingtish/Chevy: 5/5, 160; 5/8, 170 and OK.
Sieve Kinser, #78 Penske/Cosworth: 5/15, 160, 170 and OK.

.
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There were no refresher tests taken this year. There were no incomplete tests,
either,

SPECIAL_NOTE:

The fol'owing drivers waere not reguired by USAC to take either the full rookie
test or a refreshar test because of previous racing experience:

Tony Betterhausen
Phil Caliva

Pete Ha! smer
Herm Joahnson
Roger Mears

Bill Tempero
Rich VYagler
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UNOFFICTAL STARTI®G LINEUP FOR 651h INDIANAPOLIS 500

CAR
NO. DRIVER CAR NAME TIME SPEED
Row |
3 BOBBY UNSER Norton Spirit 2:59.51 200,545
48 MIKE MOSLEY Pepsi Challenger 3:02.61 197.14]
t4 A, J. FOYT Valvoline Giimore 3:03.860 196,078
Row 2
20 GORDON  JOHNCOCK STP 2il Treatment 3:04.21 195,421
| JOHNNY RUTHERFORD Pennzoil Chaparral 3:04.25 195,387
55 JOSELE GARZA (R) ESSC Mexico 3:04,52 195,101
Row 3
7 BILL ALSUP (R) A B DICK Pacemaker 3:06.38 [93,154
40 WALLY DALLENBACH STP Cil Treatment 3:06.49 193,040
60 GORDON SMILEY Intermedics Goodyear 5:06.54 192,988
Row 4
88 AL UNSER Langhorn Racing 3:06.8C 162.719
5 PANCHO CARTER Alex Foods 3:08.45 191,022
8 GARY BETTENHAUSEN Hopkins 3:08.61 190.870
Row 5
22 KEVIN COGAN (R) Jerry O'Conneld Racing 3:10.02  189.444
35 BOB LAZIER (R) Montgomery Ward Auto Club 2:10.05 189.424
56 TON BIGELCW Genesee Beer Wagon 301,19 188.294
Row &
50 GEOFF BRABHAM (R) ESSO Mexieco 3:11.50 187,990
16 TONY BETTENHAUSEN (R) Frovimi Veal 3:12.50 187.013
53 STEVE KRIS{LOFF ESS0 mMexico 3:12.80 186.722
Row 7
3 VERN SCHUPPAN Red Roof Inns/Theodore 3:12.98 186.548
31 LARRY DICKSOI Machinists Union Racing 3:13.26 186.278
Vi TOM SNEVA Bignotti-Cotter Racing 2:59.38  200.691
Row 8
25 DANNY ONGA IS interscope Racing 3:02.10 197.694
6 RICK MEARS The Gould Charge 3:05.55 194.013
81 SHELDON KINSER Sergio Valente 310,02 189.454
Row 9
79 PETE HALSMER (R) Hubler/KISS 99/Colonial 3:11.79 187,705
74 MIKE CHANDLER (R) Team California 3:011.93 t87.568
91 CON WHITTINGTON Road Atlanta 3:12.27 187,237
Row 10
90 BILL WHITTIRGTON Road Aftflanta 3:02.65 197,098
84 GEORGE SN{DER Valvaline-Gilmore 3:10.22 1839.255
4 DENNIS FIRESTONE Rhoades Racing, Inc. 3:01,71 187.784
Row |1 ' :
V7 JERRY SNEVA Escort Radar Detector 30171 187,784
37 SCOTT BRAYTON (R) Brayton Racing 3:41.72 187,774
51 TOM KLAUSLER {R) IDS 1dea 3:12.79 186,732

Field Average 191.300, which is 5.730 mph faster than 1930 average of (85,570,



